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October 8, 2020  Fisher Alley Vacation Petition 

 
MEMORANDUM  

TO:    Town of Zionsville Town Council 

FROM: Wayne DeLong, AICP, CPM, Director of Planning and Economic Development 

RE: Vacation Request of a portion of the 5-foot wide north/south Alley located between Maple Street 
and Fitch Place, extending from Ash Street northward 157.6 feet. 

History 

The Petition for Vacation was submitted by Douglas and Amy Fisher (“Petitioner”) on September 19, 2020.  
The Petitioner owns the parcel on the west side of the portion of the north/south alley to be vacated (Exhibit 
2).  All property owners on the east side of the area of the alley to be vacated have provided consent for this 
Vacation. The 5.0’ wide alley was established with the Plat of Martha E. Miller’s Addition to the Town of 
Zionsville, executed in 1865 and recorded on March 27, 1867 as Plat Book 2, Page 67 (Exhibit 3).   

Analysis of Current Request   

The request is to vacate a 157.6’ section of the 5.0’ wide public alley which borders the east side of 50 E. Ash 
Street (“Fisher parcel”) (Exhibit 4).  This section of the platted alley is unimproved and is not utilized as access 
to any adjoining lots; however, overhead utility lines do appear to extend northward from Ash Street within 
this alley. 

The submitted Petition and supporting documentation was distributed to the Town’s departments and 
members of the Technical Advisory Committee (including utility providers) for their review and comment.  
While no comments in opposition to the requested Vacation have been received, the Street and Storm 
Water Department and the Town’s Engineering Consultant recognized two features of the Fisher parcel 
which should be addressed: 

1. The northern half right-of-way for Elm Street, along the Fisher parcel’s frontage, is not wide enough 
to accommodate a public sidewalk. 

2. An old, existing storm sewer/drainage tile runs adjacent to the western edge of the Fisher Parcel 
and there is no easement in place to allow for maintenance by the Town of this tile. 

Lance Lantz, Director of the Town’s Street and Storm Water Department, has met with the Petitioner to 
discuss these items.  Petitioner has stated a willingness to work with the Town in addressing both items. 

Staff is in support of the Vacation Petition, provided the alley area is maintained as a perpetual utility 
easement, and subject to the Petitioner:  agreeing to formalize an easement providing access for 
maintenance to the existing storm sewer/drainage tile; and, agreeing to the dedication of additional right-
of-way for Ash Street to allow for a sidewalk. 

If there are any questions as to the content, please do not hesitate to contact our office. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Wayne DeLong, AICP, CPM 
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