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Town Council Report for July 2016
Parks and Recreation Activity Highlights:

Park Programming

 Zionsville Parks Golf Course (ZGC): Our monthly gross operating profit for the ZGC was over 
~$43,128. This compares to ~$39,029 the previous month (so up about $4,100). When looking 
back over the last 8 seasons, our two highest historical numbers for this particular month each 
year stand at ~$51,433 in 2012 and ~$51,231 in 2014. Our lowest results for the same month 
throughout our years of operation had been in 2015 at ~$31,456 (lowest) and ~$40,395 for 2009 
(second lowest). Our average over our 8 seasons of operations is ~$44,692. So while this 2016’s 
figures for the month were our 6th lowest ever, they were only a bit over $1,500 below the average

Additional Programming, Partnerships, Other Events in the Parks, etc.:

 Nature Center Daycamps: Again our day camps were successful this year, and this was despite 
increased competition with new camps starting up in the community. In addition, this year for the 
second time in row (and the only two times this has happened to date), our camps earned enough
to completely cover their own operational costs including the staffing requirements! In fact this 
year we had a small profit of ~$1,960. The intent is to use that to roll that back into the program by
funding items like a few high quality binoculars for the entire (new) Nature Center.

 Increased Summertime Nature Center Hours: As has been our normal practice these last two 
years, we increased our summertime hours since there was not a summertime conflict at the 
school‘s campus. This year we were additionally open from noon to 5pm on Fridays. These 
“summertime-tests” will provide valuable information about when and how to increase our open-
hours when we move into the new location in 2017.

Other Highlighted Parks Matters
• Zionsville Bicycle Challenge: Our third year for this event was completed successfully this 

summer. Participation was very similar to last year’s numbers. Riders were up just slightly at 135 
(vs. 128 last year). All told those who took on either the Challenge to ride 200, 400, or 600 miles 
in the six weeks rode over 31,000 miles. Team Zionsville was able to successfully defend their 
Traveling Trophy for the 3rd straight year by riding the most miles over Dow AgroCyclist and the 
Zionsville Tri-Team Clubs. Many thanks to both those groups. Even though the Park Department 
covers the operational costs, we couldn’t have this very successful program without the staffing 
from both these Clubs. The weekly rides alone take 6-10 people to successfully hold and that 
doesn’t even count the newsletter, prizes, tabulations and other activities. More detail to follow.

 Zionsville’s Creekfest): Coming up August 27th is our third annual stream clean up event and the 
second year where we have upped the programming with the Creekfest festival component. This 
is continues to be a cooperative venture between the Parks Department and the Stormwater arm 
of the Street and Stormwater Department, with both sides providing planning staff for several 
monthly meetings leading up to the actual event, as well as each providing significant staffing and 
equipment resources the day of the event. For example, on the park side; we are likely to have 4-
5 staff there the day of the event. Hope to see this year be the biggest turn out ever as we are 
tackling our most ambitious stretch of stream yet. Both in terms of overall length and access 
difficulty, this stretch from Zionsville Road down to 96th street will be the largest challenge we 
have faced in this event. But when completed, we will have significantly improved the waterway 
from Turkeyfoot Park all the way down Zionsville’s southern boundary at 96th Street.


